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this circumcision, he declares that when Paul said in Gal., chap. 5, " If 
ye be circumcised Christ shall profit you nothing," he referred only to 
such as might be circumcised "in the presupposition that circumcision 
is essential " ! This is an example of what the Germans call not 
"^4«^legung," but ".£/«legung" — approximately in English, not 
"reposition," but "/^position." In discussing the Pauline justifica- 
tion by faith he agrees with Holtzmann that Christ's death was con- 
ceived by the apostle as a substitutional, atoning sacrifice, "to set free 
the grace of God from conflict with his righteousness." But he holds 
that the Pauline justification was a communicating of God's righteous- 
ness to those who had faith, instead of a declaration or imputing of it 
to them. But here there is no argument, no exegesis, no critical dis- 
cussion of the Pauline terminology. Instead of argument one finds 
too often a contemptuous rejection of Holtzmann's conclusions as 
" Phantasiebilder." A merit of the book that should not be over- 
looked lies in the extended quotations it contains from Holtz- 
mann's Neutestamentliche Theologie — a service for which Dr. 
Holtzmann may be grateful, and which will doubtless be recognized 
by such of the professor's readers as may not have the latter work at 

hand. 

Orello Cone. 
Canton Theological School, 
Canton, N. Y. 

Das Johannesevangelium. Eine Untersuchung seiner Ent- 
stehung und seines geschichtlichen Wertes. Von Hans 
Heinrich Wendt, theol. D. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 1900. Pp. vi + 239. M. 6. 

Professor Wendt has rendered a distinct service by reprinting in 
more systematic and fuller, yet succinct, form the argument for the 
composite origin of the fourth gospel presented in his Lehre Jesu (I, 
pp. 215-342 ; not included in the English translation). For in spite of 
the very general rejection of the theory therein advanced, and more 
thoroughly defended in the present work, the conviction has grown, 
and we are convinced is destined to grow among competent and open 
minds, that the phenomena appealed to demand an explanation, 
whether Professor Wendt's or some other. 

As we have the right to expect from a scholar of such eminence in 
a work addressed to scholars, the method employed is systematic and 
comprehensive. After statement of the critical problem as primarily 
that of historical credibility, secondarily of authenticity, the discussion 
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of external evidence is set aside as already brought to provisional 
results, and the author turns to internal evidence. In chaps. 1-3 
the question asked is : What are the indications of source ? Compari- 
son with the synoptic tradition yields the result (p. 43) : (1) that the 
fourth evangelist knew and employed our synoptic gospels ; (2) the 
mode of employment indicates, however, mere reminiscence ; (3) but 
the fact that the preferred form of the narrative as taken up is gener- 
ally the secondary, this gospel, in one instance at least (12 : 1-8), util- 
izing not only all three synoptics, but traits from Luke which Luke 
itself obtains by conflation (cf. Luke 7 : 36-50 with Mark 14 : 3-9 ), is 
conclusive evidence that the author of the narrative parts, and of the 
gospel as a whole, was not an eyewitness. 

Next the question arises : On what basis does the author, since he 
has no personal cognizance of the facts, relate the career of Jesus in a 
form so widely different from that of the synoptic gospels ? Chap. 2 
proceeds to show that (a) the differences between the evangelist's own 
conceptions and those of the discourses of Jesus which he reports, and 
(3) the repeated dislocations and interrupted connections in material of 
this character, imply the use of a special written source whose relation 
to the gospel as a whole corresponds to that of the original Logia of 
Matthew to our first canonical gospel. Chap. 3 endeavors to identify 
the sections derived from this source, and to characterize it as a whole. 

The remaining chapters deal with the question of authorship by 
literary and historical criticism of the sources as thus discriminated. 
The relation of the Johannine Logia to the epistles of John, and to 
Ignatius and Justin, is first shown ; then valuation made of the histori- 
cal worth of the narrative and discourse elements respectively, with the 
conclusion, for which we unavoidably feel a little too well prepared, 
that the relatively untrustworthy narrative is a mere framework for the 
truly and authentically Johannine discourses. 

We cannot but feel, with all our admiration for the clear, logical, 
and comprehensive method of Professor Wendt, that his analysis is 
here much stronger than his synthesis. However Baur's comparison 
of the seamless coat has been exalted into a supposed critical axiom in 
the investigation of the fourth gospel, as against crude attempts to dis- 
criminate a redactor who shall be the scapegoat for all the difficulties 
and improbabilities, and an author who shall fulfil all the exacting 
conditions of tradition, it is true, nevertheless, that no other book of 
the New Testament more manifestly suggests composite origin than 
the so-called Gospel according to John. The very appendix (chap. 21 ), 
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so clearly attached at a later time (cf. 20 130, 31), and by hands other 
than those of the beloved disciple (21:24), to all appearance other 
than that which wound up the gospel story with chap. 20, should 
have suggested long ago the idea that he (or they; 21 : 24) who gives 
us the work in its present form had not confined himself to the mere 
appending of a postscript, but recast and enlarged with other material 
the data of which he found himself literary executor. The unmistak- 
able evidence of this is found in the intercalation — often most disturb- 
ing and awkward, as Professor Wendt has found it — of the story of 
Peter's denial (13 : 36-38; i8:iof., 15-18, 25-27), a story unquestion- 
ably connected with 21 =15-22 {cf. 13:36-38 with 21 : 19, 22). We 
reiterate, therefore : Professor Wendt's insistence on the indications of 
composite origin in John is abundantly justified. His attempt to 
reconstruct a definite Logia source, and above all to attach this to the 
apostle John through its relationship to the epistles, whose only claim 
to the title " of John " is based on this very relationship, is quite a dif- 
ferent matter. 

Benj. W. Bacon. 
Yale University. 

International Handbooks to the New Testament. Edited 
by Orello Cone, D.D. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

The Synoptic Gospels, together with a Chapter on the Text- 
Criticism of the New Testament. By George Lovell Cary, 
A.M., L.H.D., President of the Meadville Theological School. 
1900. Pp. xxxiv-f- 375. $2.60. 

The Epistles of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians, 
Corinthians, Galatians, Romans, and Philippians. By 
James Drummond, M.A., LL.D., Litt.D. 1899. Pp. viii-j- 
391- S2. 
The titles given above describe two of the four volumes which Dr. 
Cone proposes to issue, and which are, apparently, to cover the whole 
New Testament. These volumes are intended to present the results 
rather than the processes of laborious scholarship, and so to present 
the results that those who are not learned in the Greek language or in 
theology may follow the exposition. It is affirmed in the general 
preface that the aim is to do this " in freedom from dogmatic prepos- 
sessions." Perhaps this aim is realized as fully as is possible or desir- 
able. There is, certainly, an entire absence of a polemical spirit, and 
constant evidence of sincere reverence for the Scriptures and of the 
desire to make them more helpful to other men. The authors, however, 



